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The first meeting of AIACC was held 11-15 February at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi.  Scientists from more than 30 developing countries participated in this meeting. These are scientists who are receiving grants from AIACC to undertake assessments of climate change vulnerabilities and adaptations in their regions. The purpose of the meeting was to launch them on their 3 year investigations.

During the meeting participants discussed new directions in scientific knowledge and methods. These included

· Frameworks and methods for assessment of climate change vulnerability and adaptation

· Methods for integrating stakeholders with science in the assessment process, as well as for communicating information to the policy community

· Application of risk assessment approaches to climate change hazards

· The development and use of plausible, or not implausible, scenarios of the future for climate change assessments

· Not just for climate

· But also, or in particular, for socioeconomic and environmental conditions.

The meeting discussions were intended to get participants to consider how these evolving methods might be applied in their own projects.

In particular, to approach the project with fresh eyes from the perspective of:

· Who is vulnerable to, or made more vulnerable by, climate change?

· What is the nature of their vulnerability?

· What are the conditions that give rise to greater or lesser vulnerability?

· Who needs information to develop and implement strategies to adapt and lessen vulnerability?

· What information do they need?

· And how do you verify what information they need, so that the assessment will produce scientific information that is relevant to policy needs?

Beginning from questions such as these leads investigators to focus on assessment of vulnerability, an approach that differs from how most climate change assessments have been conducted to date. These earlier assessments, which have been referred to as First Generation Assessments, have begun with questions such as:

· How will the climate change?

· What will be the hydrological, biological and other “first order” effects?

· How will these first order effects impact humans?

· How might humans adapt?

Adaptation is often an after thought in these First Generation assessments. The focus of the investigations is on climate change as the driver of impacts. Adaptation comes at the end of the chain of investigations, most often as a sensitivity analysis designed to explore how impacts might vary for different assumptions about adaptation responses. 

These First Generation assessments were necessary and important steps that have added greatly to our knowledge of the potential impacts of climate change. However, their orientation has generally produced relatively little information about the capacity of different communities to adapt and little that is of direct relevance and use for developing adaptation strategies.

A Second Generation of vulnerability assessment that places adaptation at the center of an assessment is now emerging. The Second Generation approach makes clear that the present structure and functioning of communities are key determinants of how climate affects us. It also highlights the important influence of how societies develop on how climate change will affect us in the future. For example, the range of climatic variability and extremes with which a community can cope may either expand or narrow depending upon the character of future development.

The projects that will be undertaken by scientists in developing countries as part of the AIACC project are diverse in their objectives and will apply diverse methods.  Some will likely follow approaches that are akin to the first generation assessments. But many will take up the emerging methods of the second generation assessments to focus on vulnerability and adaptation. This orientation toward vulnerability and adaptation assessment is an important difference between AIACC and projects that have come before.

Our expectation is that this orientation will generate information and lessons for GEF and others that will be highly relevant and useful for further the adaptation agenda.

