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Topics for follow up project(s)

The group began with a brainstorming exercise of potential objectives for a follow up project.  We grouped the ideas into five objectives for beyond AIACC:

1. Synthesis and integration.  We identified several concerns:

a. Synthesis across the projects—what have we learned?

b. Integration across sectors at the level of livelihoods or exposure—what are the compounding effects of climate change?

c. Practical lessons learned in one community/village might be transferable to other communities—what are the mechanisms for sharing success stories?

d. Dialogues across disciplines needs to continue at all levels—what research networks can support greater understanding of the many aspects of vulnerability and adaptation?

2. Technical training.  The enabling environment of research infrastructure is lacking in many places.  We noted the need for:

a. Climate modeling and data processing

b. Internet and communications

c. Inventory of existing capacities and centres of excellence

We did not focus on these two topics in the small groups.  Synthesis was the main concern of another breakout group.  Technical training underpins the other objectives—but is also a much greater concern that deserves special attention particularly in Africa.

The three small groups developed greater insight into the following potential objectives:

3. Research gaps.

4. Awareness, communication and capacity building

5. Adaptation planning and operationalising AIACC findings.

Objective 3: Gaps and future research

This group developed a list of key gaps and needs for future research, including conceptual frameworks, data and methods and substantive research topics.

Conceptual frameworks

· Development of the improved conceptual frameworks that integrate the social, economic and biophysical aspects of the AIACC project. 

Data and methods

· Review of final outcomes of AIACC Phase I

· Database development of AIACC results, new data procurement (and continuation of data collection and monitoring)

· Review of analytical tools

Results: New research

· Review of final outcomes of Phase I including spatial applicability of lessons learned, especially regarding adaptation.

· Identify “new” vulnerable areas based on environmental stresses, population characteristics, socio-economic status and adaptive capacity.

· Updating assessments using the Hewitson regional climate scenarios that will be available at end of first phase of AIACC.

· Compendium of adaptation strategies

· Identify new priority sectors e.g. within biodiversity

Capacity building and development of expertise

· Funding for implementation including feedback on institutionalized funding barriers to funders 

· Institutional collaboration (e.g. in information technology)

· Training in existing software and IT systems

· Evaluation measures for AIACC(?)

Objective 4:

Objective 5:

Wrap up: four key issues

At the conclusion of the small groups, the facilitator (TE Downing) suggested four questions that we would need to resolve in order to take forward our ideas:

1. Should a follow on project be focused solely on Africa, as in an African PICCAP, or is a further global effort warranted?  Africa is clearly one of the most vulnerable regions, additional research capacity is essential and a low density of local and even national understanding of climate adaptation issues is a concern.

2. Is the focus enabling research capacity (e.g., internet access, labs, coherent research groups) or specific research gaps?  Both are required, the balance between the two varies between donors (for instance AIACC does little for infrastructure).

3. What is the role of local demonstration or pilot projects in the face of a need for national dialogues and awareness?  Action or awareness?  How does this sort of research feed into NAPAs?

4. Is the problem climatic variability or climate change?  Most of us (?) accept that this is a continuum. If we do not adapt better to present climatic variability over the next decade, then there will be little hope for adapting to climate change when those additional risks become increasingly significant (e.g., in the next twenty years).  However, this issue may decide which donors can be approached.
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