Session Topics and Questions

Second AIACC Regional Workshop for Africa and Indian Ocean Islands

The following questions are offered as suggestions for focusing your presentations on your AIACC activities.

1. Climate Change Impacts and Vulnerability

a) What range of physical, hydrologic, and biological impacts are projected from climate change for system X? What are the implications?

b) What range social, economic, and human impacts are projected? What are the implications?

c) What factors are most responsible for uncertainties about the potential impacts? 

d) Who is vulnerable to climate change, how vulnerable are they, and why are they vulnerable?

e) What does vulnerability to present climate hazards tell us about vulnerability to future climate change?

f) What factors are most responsible for uncertainties in identifying who is vulnerable and how vulnerable?

g) What methods have you used for assessing impacts, vulnerability and uncertainties? How effective have they been?

2. Climate variability, changes and scenarios

a) What is the baseline variability of climate and frequency of extremes to which systems/people are exposed to in your area of study?

b) Has the baseline variability or extremes changed? How? With what implications?

c) What future changes in climate are projected for your study area? How do they compare with continental or global scale changes?

d) How well do the models you are using validate with historical data for your study area?

e) What factors are most responsible for uncertainties in future projection of climate change for your area of study?

f) How are you using analyses of present climate variability and/or scenarios of future climate change in your assessment of impacts, vulnerability and adaptation?

g) Methods for analyzing climate data, constructing climate change scenarios and uncertainties

3. Socioeconomic scenarios

a) What socioeconomic variables are important for assessing future climate change impacts, vulnerabilities and/or adaptations?

b) What scenarios are you using, how constructed? 

c) What are the projected trends for socioeconomic variables that are important to your sector/system of study?

d) What factors are most important for uncertainties in socioeconomic projections for your study area?

e) How are you using socioeconomic scenarios in your project?

4. Adaptation Opportunities and Decisions Making

a) How have communities coped with and adapted to present climate hazards? With what success?

b) Are strategies for coping/adapting to present climate hazards transferable to adapting to future climate change?

c) What are the adaptation options for sector/livelihood X, how effective are they, and what are their benefits and costs?

d) What is the adaptive capacity of sector/livelihood/region X? What are the determinants of their capacity?

e) What factors are most responsible for uncertainties about adaptive capacity and the effectiveness/benefits/costs of adaptation options?

f) How can/will results of your project contribute to decision making? Decisions by who? What decisions?

g) To whom will you communicate information about your results and implications for decisions and how will you communicate the information?

h) What methods for assessing adaptive capacity, adaptation options and uncertainties have you used? How effective have they been?

6. Climate Change and the Development Agenda

a) What are the implications of climate change vulnerability for development and poverty reduction policies?

b) Should adaptation be integrated into development and poverty reduction strategies? How?

c) What are the obstacles to integrating climate change adaptation into development and poverty reduction strategies? How might they be overcome?

7. Role of Stakeholders in Assessments

a) What stakeholders have been engaged in your project, how and for what purposes? How effective has this been?

b) What have been the benefits and costs of trying to work with stakeholders?

c) What is the appropriate role of stakeholders in an assessment of climate change vulnerability and adaptation? What stakeholders should be involved?

