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Project Review - AF91 – Magezi-Akiiki

Project title: Capacity Building to Evaluate and adapt to Climate-Change induced Vulnerability to Malaria and Cholera in the Lake Victoria region.

This project addresses the topic of Health and Climate change. This is an important topic for developing counties and has unfortunately not been adequately addressed in the past climate change V&A studies due to lack of man-power and financial resources. The project will therefore contribute significantly to the understanding of climate change impacts on the health sector. The sections below will try to evaluate the project in terms of its relevance and utility to stakeholder groups and its ability to inform decision-making and policy choices. Finally some recommendations will be given that I hope, will increase its relevance and utility.

(i) Relevance and utility of the Project to stakeholder groups and Its ability to inform decision-making and policy choices  

The project will be relevant to stakeholder groups in that these groups will be involved right from the beginning of the project. In order to assess vulnerability of pilot groups, the teams will use participatory methodologies and socio-economic analysis tools, including retrospective and prospective data analysis to estimate the excess risk of Malaria and Cholera that may be attributable to future climate change. The study team will also identify priority risk groups based on exposure potential, work with pilot populations to distinguish risk management strategies and select preferred options to inform policy. From the experiences gained the project will implement preferred adaptation strategies to strengthen local coping capacity and monitor performance. The study will incorporate capacity building in global change research in all activities, by engaging stakeholders and scientist in the region.

The approach of involving all stakeholders, including communities, government leaders and policy makers in all the stages of the project from date collection to implementation, gives the stakeholders the feeling of ownership of the project results. This makes the project relevant to the stakeholder groups and the decision-making process. 

(ii) Recommendations    

· Focal points for the UNFCCC should be actively involved in the project because they are the link of the AIACC to the UNFCCC process. The focal points can play a significant role for the inclusion of the AIACC outputs into National Communications and IPCC Assessment reports. They are also a link to government policy formulation and implementation.

· AIACC researchers should also look through the Guidelines for the preparation of National Communications and IPCC reports so as to identify entry points for their work into these publications. 

· The researchers should closely look at current government policy to see whether climate change concerns are effectively addressed. And if they are not adequately addressed the researchers should propose possible policy adjustments which can be made to take care of climate change concerns.

· They should also try to identify some entry points in policy for climate change concerns, and advise on how these concerns can be integrated into the broad government development plans.

· AIACC should be proactive and establish channels of communication with other stakeholders from government, the private sector and the local community. This will facilitate the popularization of their work and its possible inclusion into government policy.
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