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A note on the workshop held in Dakar Workshop

1 My participation in the AIACC workshop in Dakar exposed me to its activities.  It was pleasing to learn that the range of V&A projects in the program covers a good scope of issues directly related to sustainable development priorities of African countries. I however noted the absence of discussions on adaptation in the built environment. Another important discussion that could have added value would have been on the costs and benefits of adaptation.  It may be recalled that one of the main arguments advanced by developed countries against the funding of adaptation in developing, lack of reliable cost estimates that may be involved.  I was impressed by the frank exchange of views on the projects and the analytical tools that were used.  In particular, the discussion on the usage GCM models in Africa was quite interesting.  It is becoming clear that in some cases it is futile to undertake studies using GCMs in Africa where sufficient data may not be available to fulfill the requirements of the model.

2 I noted that many of the researchers needed details about the climate change process in order for them to know how their results could be utilized and how their work is linked to the rest of the Convention activities such as mitigation.  In my view, if they are understand the process they will be willing to invest time in participating in some of the UNFCCC events such as the meetings of the subsidiary bodies and the COPs.  Last year researchers from all over the world hosted many side events at COP-9 in Milan but African researchers were conspicuously absent.  

3 It is also important that AIACC researchers are aware of the activities being undertaken by the Climate Change Offices in their countries.  Their collaboration with UNFCCC Focal Points would add value to the implementation of the climate change strategies.  A good example of such collaboration could be in the preparation of the second national communications.  The V&A section of the new guidelines for the preparation of national communications has been expanded and provide prominence to these issues.  This presents an opportunity for V&A researchers to undertake further work.  

4 At the margins of the workshop, several researchers met to discuss the formation of an African network of African Climate Change Scientists.  I think that this idea is quite timely because if such a network of African scientists exists, it could continue with the work AIACC is doing in Africa after its life span.  They could publish findings of the research done in Africa for the IPCC and other fora.  In the discussions it became clear that this network would need to form partnerships with possible donors who would support them in accomplishing their aspirations.

5 Finally, I would be happy and perhaps other stakeholders would be, to see a report or an analysis of how AIACC has contributed to the building of the capacity of African researchers in V&A, as this is one of the key objectives of the program.

