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I fully agree that, speaking about climate change in Africa, adaptation must have the primary attention. However, when evaluating adaptation options in the context of development priorities, it is good to keep also the mitigation side of the climate medal in mind: which options are the most climate-friendly ones, in the sense that they cause less greenhouse gas emissions? You may think for example of agricultural practices. I don’t suggest a link with any (future) obligations in terms of emission reductions. But I draw the attention to the opportunity to look at the problem in a more integrated way, and, by doing so, come up with more effective and efficient solutions.

I have missed that element in the presentations and discussions.

On Friday we had an interesting exchange of opinions and we heard some experiences on communication and outreach. My suggestion would be: develop a communication strategy, per project, and for the programme as a whole, to address policymakers, politicians, the media, stakeholders. Try to be where the policies and decisions are being made!

Another aspect: Everybody in the audience here can make a scientific presentation, but communication  and outreach to the media, politicians, etc. is a skill, a profession. You need professionals to do that for you. (I have for example a retired journalist in my team, who is walking around in the climate change business for already 10 years. He knows everybody in the Hague and is sensitive as to when, where and how to communicate a certain message, and that works out quite well: coming months for example there will be a hearing in the Dutch Parliament about climate change). Scientific findings need a translation step before they can be digested by non-scientists!!

My impression from all the presentations is that adaptation needs a tailormade approach. However, a challenge might be to distillate from all the grass-roots AIACC projects a common strategy on how to develop and implement adaptation strategies; shouldn’t it be possible to create a critical, internally consistent mass to input into international discussions and negotiations on this issue?

How to use the AIACC-network and expertise in future activities like the IPCC AR4 and the second National Communications? It means a loss of capital if this knowledge is going to be diluted or even disappears. Maybe the NCCSAP can play a supporting role here?

