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I would like to comment on the report of Prof. Adejuwon and his team. First of all I would like to congratulate him for the interesting work he is doing. The results he presented on the first day are very promising and I encourage him to continue.

But I have some questions to ask  which are related to the utility of such a project. Could we think that the results will be useful for stakeholders and decision makers? I remember that in years 1990’s, another big project related to food security was carried out in the CILSS countries. It resulted in a set of food security maps of which the purposes were to shape a regional food security policy through a better organisation of transportation in the case of decrease in food crop yield. The places where such events are frequent were identified. The research was not based on climate change, but only on land use and land tenure aspects, crop systems and other things such as market incentives.

What I want to put forward is that policy makers are not often interested in time scale such as twenty or fifty years, but only on “what if” scenarios as it is pointed out in the report. For example: “what if” rainfall and temperature decrease or increase at twenty, thirty of fifty percent?  So, what I want to suggest is that the team could give a set of scenarios, and it could be more useful to know if current climate change models enable us to predict extreme climatic events the team could take into account, for the most interesting thing for policy makers is to know how to react when extreme events occur. So, it could be more useful for such a research project to link climate change with a higher frequency of a range of extreme events which could impact seriously food security.

We should keep in mind that in our countries, the time scale of policy makers is just the duration of their mandate, no more than ten years in the democratic systems. For the other stakeholders, it could be about twenty years. So, they are not responsible for what could happen later. The sustainable development is still a confusing concept for them, even though they like to talk about.

Another problem your team should tackle is the fact that, at the time scale of climate change, say, fifty years or more, you cannot avoid the debate on species resilience. So stakeholders and policy makers would like to be aware of the opportunities to shift to more resilient crop species. It could be a matter of technology transfer to cope with climate change impact on food crop production.

I suggest that your team could highlight all these aspects.

Thank You for your attention. 

