Role of Invited Guests in the

2nd AIACC Regional Workshop for Africa and Indian Ocean Islands

The AIACC workshop to be held 24-27 March in Dakar will be attended by investigators of AIACC regional assessments in Africa and Seychelles/Comoros and other invited guests.  This note is intended to provide information to our invited guests about our purposes in inviting you and the role that we hope that you will play in the meeting.

Our purposes in inviting you are to:

1) Share information with you about AIACC regional assessments in Africa

2) Learn about activities that others are engaged in that are related to understanding climate change vulnerabilities and adaptation opportunities in Africa, and

3) Benefit from your experience and wisdom in open discussions about present knowledge of vulnerabilities and adaptation and how to apply this knowledge in decision-making and policy applications.

The role that we hope that you will agree to play in the workshop is to challenge the AIACC participants to increase the relevance of their work to vulnerable groups and other stakeholders and to find ways to connect their work to decision making and policy processes. To facilitate this, we will ask you to perform a small number of tasks at the meeting. These tasks are:

1) Select the AIACC project that is most relevant to your organization, area of work, or interests and learn about its objectives and activities through the workshop presentations, discussion sessions and “side meetings” with the participants of your selected project,

2) Evaluate the relevance and utility of the selected project to stakeholder groups and to inform decision-making and policy choices,

3) Develop recommendations that would increase the relevance and utility of the project for these purposes, and 

4) Prepare a short paper (1 or 2 pages) by the end of the workshop to summarize your evaluation and recommendations.

On the last day of the workshop we will ask 4 or 5 of the invited guests to present their evaluation and recommendations in plenary session. The presentations will be followed by open discussion of these issues. Our hope is that we will emerge from the workshop with concrete suggestions on how to better serve vulnerable groups and other stakeholders. 
Information about the AIACC project and the regional assessments that are being carried out in Africa and Seychelles/Comoros can be found on the web at: www.aiaccproject.org.

