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INTRODUCTION

There was a general consensus that the article 2 of the UNFCCC has been perceived  as a more of MITIGATION POLICY and this has lead to some stakeholders referring to it as a POLLUTION POLICY. Consequently, there is weak reference to ADAPTATION.  The latter poses a problem to Africa because the main pressing problem is ADAPTATION. The issue of POVERTY for instance that has been constantly highlighted in this meeting reflects one aspect that needs a strong and urgent Adaptation policy. Ecosystems are severely depleted, Biodiversity loss, reductions and displacement is common. If this policy is to be adapted or strengthened within the UNFCCC, then it must be a bottom-up approach and must be implemented  on three levels ( Local , National and  International levels)

LOCAL

· Empower multiple stakeholders to participate in climate change research and projects

· Address and put into place poverty reduction measures

· Identify preferred adaptation programs for each community

· Advice research programs to find out how local people cope with climate change

· emphasise  infrastructure development

· Encourage change in agricultural practice

NATIONAL LEVEL

· incorporate local adaptation programs into national policy

· extend actions to scale up local inputs

· enforce strict policies geared at preservation of our biodiversity

· Spearhead optimal utilization of resources

· Encourage batter methods of water use and subsidize water costs

· Enforce heavy taxes on agricultural products from other nations

· Remove barriers to take advantage of opportunities and instruments of the UNFCC for example to remove barriers to wider use of more efficient and cleaner energy technologies

· Ensure that sustainable development is in line with countries specific problems

INTERNATIONAL

· Insist that adaptations be directly linked to causes of global climate change as a result of GH Emissions

· May not divorce discussion of adaptation from the Climate Change Convention and Article 2 of the convention. This policy cannot be switched and integrated into national development. This policy is highly linked to International issues and must stay an International issue

· Must ensure that emitters of GHG should contribute to third policy

· Have commitments for funding adaptations from Annex 1 Parties

· Commit UNFCC to fund adaptation, negotiation, redefine and outline adaptation objectives

