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Concept of vulnerability
Vulnerability could be viewed as lack of capacity to adapt.  But we can also consider vulnerability to be a function of:

(
 the degree of exposure of systems to stresses such as for instance climate variability. 

(
The sensitivity of systems to stresses

(
How resilience is a systems or sector to stress? 

( 
Time i.e. vulnerability is a process

Dimensions of vulnerability
It is important to be clear on who and what is vulnerable? In general there are two broad systems to consider; biophysical systems and the Social systems.  But related to social systems the is need to consider as a separate issues the motivational or attitudinal aspects, some of which could be linked to culture. 

Can we measure vulnerability?


It is important to realize that vulnerability is largely intangible as a result it most appropriate to use indicators as proxies.  Where indicators are identified it could be possible to derive commonly agreed measures to assess vulnerability in different parts of the world.  An index of vulnerability could be developed to provide a standardized measure of vulnerability in different social systems. The following factors can be used across societies as indicators of vulnerability:
(
Human Capital –This might cover human resources, health and labour supply including levels literacy

(
Social Capital – Availability of community based organizations and networks that may support households and individuals with for example, information that might help one to take measures that may reduce adaptation. 

(
Economic capital such as access to credit and loans, ones financial status

(
Physical capital – the state of physical infrastructure such as communication, road rail are important in determine ones vulnerability to climate change.
(
Natural resources – The type and status of biophysical systems is another factors in influencing ones; vulnerability to climate change.

The interactive effect of all these factors in determining ones vulnerability to climate change depends on the policy and Governance environment. 
Future Vulnerability

Most important is the need to determine how we assess future direction of vulnerability. For this we can consider how do past and present knowledge of vulnerability help us understand future vulnerabilities?  To address this there is need to development of climate and socio-economic scenarios. Under future social systems and climates there may be change in temporal and spatial vulnerabilities.

There is also a need to assess likely vulnerabilities that may result from adaptations taken to avert climate change.
