AIACC Africa/IOIS Regional Workshop, Dakar, Senegal

Day 1 (March 24, 2004)

Breakout Session A: Present Day Climate Risks: What present day climate phenomena give rise to the greatest present day impacts and vulnerabilities? What are the lessons for future vulnerability?
Chair : Tom Downing

Reporter : Mahmoud Medany
· The group discussed five most vulnerable livelihood from their perspectives and the related climate hazards as follows:

	
	Wt
	SLR
	Floods
	Drought/

Desiccations
	Coral bleach
	Heat waves

	Coastal tourism
	8
	H
	H
	-
	M
	M

	Arable farmers/livestock
	5
	-
	L
	H
	-
	L

	Freshwater fisher-folk
	6
	?
	M
	H
	-
	L

	Pastoral, nomadic livestock
	7
	-
	L
	H
	-
	H

	Charcoal makers and traders
	3
	-
	L
	L
	-
	L?

	Weight
	
	3
	8
	10
	2
	8


* H=high=3;  M= medium = 2; L = low =1

· The conclusion drawn from the matrix for the present is summarized as follows:

· Drought/desiccation is the most important climatic phenomena (wt=10).

· Vulnerability to livelihood is site specific, for example, coastal tourism has the highest weight, and this does not apply for many regions, and SLR is the most important factor for small islands.

· Weighing factor is important factor in order to capture the vulnerable space area, capital investment involved, number of people affected, etc.

· Definition of the concepts of each vulnerable group, for example, drought in England has different magnitude from drought in Africa.

· Drought, floods and heat waves are the most threatening factors.

· Seasonality is more significant than short term events.

· Cold waves can be advantageous for deciduous fruit trees.

· Some climatic hazardous are important and not included in the matrix such as glofs, cyclones, tornadoes, lightening, etc.  

· For the future, the following conclusions were discussed:

· Understanding the control in Africa is not certain.

· Some trends in hazards to become more extreme.

· Decadal fluctuations are increasing in Africa, as some lakes has already dried out

