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This paper focus on discussing the results obtained so far from one of the three case studies conducted by AF14 project.  The Environmental Strategies for increasing Human Resilience in Sudan Project (AF14) was motivated by the observation that existing resilience-building strategies can be effective at increasing the capacity to cope with and adapt to climate-related impacts, and that these strategies could be built upon for climate change adaptation.  One of the major objectives of AF14 project was to measure the impact of successful sustainable livelihood projects (change in resilience pre- and –post project).  The Community Based Rangeland Rehabilitation Project (CBRRP) for carbon sequestration and biodiversity has been chosen to verify this approach as it has been found to increase human resilience to climate change (drought) through livelihood improvement.  

The AIACC AF14 project used the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework, and its concept of the five capitals (natural, physical, human, social and financial), in order to capture perceptions of resilience in the assessment process.  Each capital was assessed using three dimensions; those were productivity, sustainability and equity.  The findings of this case study mirrored how the community viewed their vulnerability during drought of 1980s as well as the resilience they built after the CBRRP intervention.  

The results showed that CBRRP significantly increase the community resilience to drought, its influence was very prominent for the five capitals across the three dimensions.  The results illustrated great influence of the CBRRP on causing major changes in the area e.g people used to keep less than 30% of their lands for grazing and over 70% for cropping, the project intervention managed to approximately reverse the ratio which became, 28%: 82% for cropping and grazing respectively, the latter was found to be more suitable for that marginal land.  

Strategies for adapting to drought gained from the CBRRP; believed to be transferable to adapting to future climate change as real changed had happened to the community.  From one hand the level of awareness about environmental issues significantly increased and the community was noticed to adopt new ideas that act as environmentally safe guard.  On the other hand the project intervention made the information that reduces vulnerability more at hands and introduced numerous activates which were widely adopted by the community as alternatives for the long being practiced classical livelihoods.  The paper also discussed the factors most responsible for uncertainties about adaptive capacity and the effectiveness of adaptation options.
