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Abstract

Health policy particularly in combating priority diseases such as malaria has been increasingly gravitating towards espousing the public-private partnership model in both the provision of health infrastructure and delivery of services in East Africa. This policy approach has been reinforced by the Global Malaria Control strategy that is increasingly becoming the main vehicle for combating malaria in East Africa. A survey conducted in the three East African countries of Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania reveals that the interplay of poverty and other variables usually intensifies the vulnerability of a population to the impact of disease. This is because of lack of economic resources to invest in health coping mechanisms that can offset the costs of adaptation. Therefore an analysis of certain socio-economic variables characteristic of those communities affected by highland malaria epidemics enables the interrogation of the lacuna between malaria policies and their effectiveness in rolling back malaria. The data that informs this consideration is drawn from semi-structured interviews, focus-group discussions and stakeholder meetings conducted with households in Muleba (Tanzania), Kabaale (Uganda) and Kericho (Kenya). In addition data (both primary and secondary) on the status and provision of health infrastructure appears to undermine the efficacy of programmes for rolling back malaria in East Africa.

