Second AIACC Regional Workshop for Africa and Indian Ocean Islands: 24-27th March 2004, Dakar Senegal

AF42:  IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE, VULNERABILITY AND ADAPTATION CAPACITY IN THE LIMPOPO BASIN OF SEMI-ARID LAND SOUTHERN AFRICA: THE CASE OF EASTERN BOTSWANA. AF42.

AF42 Vulnerability and adaptation Component: 

Cultural Heritage Tourism: A Possible Adaptation Option to Challenges of Climate Change in the Greater Limpopo Basin: Case studies of the North East and Bobirwa Sub –Districts – Eastern Botswana

Naomi N. Moswete

University of Botswana

Abstract 

Tourism has emerged as one of Africa's fastest growing industries.  Activities such as wildlife tourism, nature reserves, coastal resorts, the use of dams and lakes for recreation and cultural heritage assets that abound throughout Africa are major tourism resources, which have a potential to lure millions of long-haul affluent tourists into the continent but have yet been fully utilised. Botswana is no exception. The country's tourism activities have, for years, concentrated on the diverse wildlife and wilderness resources of the Chobe National Park, Moremi Game Reserve, Makgadikgadi Pans National Park and the inland Okavango Delta. Tourism is the second foreign exchange earner after mining and contributes 5.8% to GDP. However, indications from results of most climate change scenarios show that Botswana is more likely to experience a warm and drier climate in future that will have a negative impact on the wildlife and wilderness based tourism. There is need to investigate alternative tourism resources that may be less vulnerable to future changes in climate such as eco-tourism. 

The main objective of this paper is to assess the extent to which cultural heritage tourism could become a possible adaptation alternative to the challenges of climate change in the greater Limpopo Basin – eastern Botswana using case studies of Northeast and Bobirwa Sub-districts, incorporating the Tuli Block area. The search for potential livelihood strategies to reduce effects of climate change in the study sites is in response to the fact that the area is susceptible to natural disasters.  Problems and challenges observed over the Limpopo Basin include rural poverty, high mortalities of livestock, low crop yields, decline of remnant wildlife in communal lands, increased unemployment and rural-urban migration as well as increased dependency on government handouts.  Nevertheless the basin is endowed with diverse cultural heritage resources, which are untapped for tourism. 

In this era of climate change, adaptation options such as increased awareness and understanding of cultural tourism through skill training and encouraging communities to shift from livelihood strategies that are susceptible to climate change to cultural heritage (ecotourism) could be a valuable adaptation strategy to future climate change. This study investigates community perceptions regarding the value of establishing Community-Based Tourism (sustainable rural or village tourism) in their localities. So far the study has identified and documented potential cultural tourism resources available in the basin. 
