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Coastal adaptation forms part of the ‘The impact of climate change on coastal tourism in Seychelles and Comoros is the focus of this research project, SIS90. It encompasses three main components: (1) scoping and methodology evaluation; (2) development of scenarios for the vulnerability assessment; and (3) development of an adaptation framework. The project will also integrate components of capacity building and a stakeholder involvement framework as cross-cutting activities. 

The component essentially is to assess the past attempts of the tourism industry in adapting to climate change, the present strategies, the views of the stakeholders on the issue their understanding on the probable effects of climate change on their businesses or livelihoods.

The main research activities within the adaptation component are

1) To do a historical review of coastal adaptation attempts of the tourism in the Seychelles

2) Literature on the issue of coastal adaptation

3) Study sites assessment and characteristic 

4) Stakeholder consultation

Over the last six months, the work on the stakeholder analysis was completed, as well as collections of data and identification of key data gaps. One of the key data gaps was the lack of data on beach dynamics. Consequently a small grant proposal was put together to UNESCO to fund ten sets of beach monitoring equipment to launch the national beach monitoring programme in collaboration with hotels in Seychelles. The national programme was launched in the 2003, followed by stakeholders training workshop where various presentations were made on the dynamics of coastal areas, causing of coastal erosion and adaptation measures adopted in other countries. This workshop was organized and coordinated by SIS90 investigators, with the assistance of Dr Julian Cambers from the Caribbean (published several articles on coastal erosions in Caribbean Islands, especially those with tourism establishments. A half-day training session was also organized so that participants could learn how to report on the state of a beach, and also take beach profile measurements, and input into a database developed for use by the project.

Characterization of the study sites – Praslin and Beau Vallon are almost complete and compiled into GIS form, and monitoring has now been ongoing for the last six months, which would after about 2 years provide data on which beaches are more at risk from erosion and why. 

A pilot demonstration site to study the potential of using a simple soft-based coastal protection measure is being tried on one of the study sites. This pilot demonstration is being funded by a local private company, with SIS90 providing the funds for the monitoring and assessment of the effectiveness of the coastal protection/adapation measure. The project will last through the two main wave seasons is being fully documented and scientific monitoring will be ongoing for a further 8 months.

A stakeholder survey was conducted in January 2004 at the study sites and the results are presently being analysed.

