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Abstract

There is sufficient information and knowledge indicating that climate is changing with far reaching impacts on the socioeconomic activities and livelihood of the rural people in semi-arid Nigeria. In this part of the country, drought is the main climatic hazard affecting rural households. This is manifested in the temporal and spatial rainfall variability, declining rainfall, water scarcity, dust storms and land desiccation, desertification, and food shortages among others. Some of the households are more vulnerable to the impacts of drought than others. Field observations have indicated that some of the more vulnerable households, particularly the rural poor, are already adapting to this problem. The aim of this paper is to determine how these households have adapted to drought. 


Using questionnaire surveys (base on a stratified random sampling technique) and focus group discussions (a bottom-up approach), a number of adaptation options are identified. Some of these include the use of shallow wells as a means to increase water supply, development of small-scale irrigation initiatives, planting of drought-resistant crop varieties, nomadism which involves seasonal migration of animals by herdsmen to take advantage of greener pasture in wetter areas, crop and animal diversification for security purposes, fishing along streams and wetlands, income diversity into non-farm activities, relocation and migration by inhabitants, and in some cases prayer (at the mercy of nature).

Factors that influence the capacity of households to adapt including resource availability (natural, human, economic, physical, and sociocultural capitals) and government policy are identified. Finally, opportunities that will enhance the adaptive capacity of households such provision of alternative or additional water sources, changing farming practices, improvement in government policies, and capacity building as are discussed.

