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Drought is a chronic problem in Darfur dry land fragile ecosystem. The initial attempted to cope with the problem of drought, farmers managed to increase their cultivable lands which is mainly practiced through rain fed agriculture in stabilized sand dunes.  Unfortunately the methods hadn’t given fruitful results due to the erratic nature of rainfall and the additional costs of agricultural activities.  Accordingly farmers started to abandon cultivation on sandy soil and shifted to clay soil along the banks of AlKu Wadi (seasonal water course).  The first results were outstanding, and accordingly farmers develop their own techniques to trap run off water through construction of earth embankment.  Different forms of earth embankment exist in the study area and gave satisfactorily results.  

The purpose of identification of stakeholders is to involve these groups actively in the research, to see if indicators will meet the purpose we intend, develop partnerships/alliances, to develop/identify community indicators.  The initial identification of stakeholders was undertaken using a combination of three methods: preliminary list of stakeholders based on the research team’s prior knowledge of the systems, and interviews with key informants with a good understanding of these systems; farming systems analysis using participatory methods; and visits and interviews with key informants and primary stakeholders.  Accordingly, the stakeholders engage in water harvest are; Policy makers and their advisors; committees and unions and their members who directly involved in the intervention (Traditional Farmers Union (Small subsistence farmers, Women subsistence farmers, and Small commercial cultivar), Mechanized Farming Union; Tobacco Farmers Union, Fruits and Vegetable Producers Union and Gum Arabic Union; and Donors that engaged or involved in activities related to water harvest.
Prior to the commencement of the initial site visit, local informants were identified through resource persons knowledgeable about the activity of water harvest in the study area.  Before reaching the site the informants through telephone communication were enlighten about the nature and the objectives of the project.  

Two meeting were organized to familiarize the target groups about the nature of the project, to explore the concept of sustainable livelihood approach, and special emphasis was given to the capital assets which were formulated based on published papers and reports.  Finally farmers were asked to help in; identification of all stakeholder groups with an interest in the case study and in the success of the water harvest systems; selection of key stakeholder groups to interview and to work with. 

The assessment of the communities' feedback and results after the initial visit revealed that cultivation in clay soils following water harvest system offered the chance of practicing agriculture all the year around; there is a substantial increase in the agricultural production under water harvest system compared to traditional rainfed agriculture; adoption of water harvest system enhanced the process of creation of local institutions; ample agricultural production paved the way for the creation of new storing and agroprocessing techniques.  Moreover, the abandonment of cultivation on the sandy soil favored the growth of Hashab tree (Acacia Senegal) which is known with gum Arabic production.  The growth of this tree provides additional source of income and create job opportunities that reduce the level of migration in the study area.

