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Abstract

Because climate variability and change occur in a social and economic context, the central place of socioeconomic conditions in assessing impacts and adaptations requires that they be considered and generally projected into the future through the construction of socioeconomic scenarios. Considering that socio-economic impacts are usually location-specific, large scale scenarios are inadequate for most impact assessments as they rely on large scale aggregation that tends to mask climate extremes and variations that are crucially important in assessing vulnerability and adaptation in specific locations and sectors.  It is therefore necessary to develop local scale socioeconomic scenarios, particularly in developing countries, that characterize socioeconomic conditions and prospects in the near term and at local scales, where these variations are more important than average trends. This paper is therefore an exploratory attempt at developing a socioeconomic scenario for climate impact assessment in northern Nigeria. 

Four main dimensions of change as it relates to the impacts of climate change and socioeconomic conditions in northern Nigeria were identified: human demography, the nature of governance and policy, social and cultural values, and the composition and rate of economic growth. Demographic processes are greatly influenced by cultural and social factors and traditional patterns of thought and behavior, while economic development and growth are hinged upon political reforms and systems of governance. The scenario framework is defined by the four quadrants of a two-dimensional matrix. The framework conditions are defined by using social and cultural systems and, institution and governance to be the major drivers of future change. The first part of the scenario development, which is the focus of this report, is exploratory, where we developed storylines which will enable stakeholders to identify the challenges of climate vulnerability and adaptation over time in rural northern Nigeria. We adopted both a bottom-up and top-down approach in elaborating storylines in the context of these qualitative dimensions. A top-down approach enabled us set the national context, recognizing that no locale can act independently of larger socioeconomic conditions and policies, while the bottom-up approach enabled us tease out important information from local stakeholders. Our storylines followed the pattern of the IPCC SRES, but adapted to the Nigerian situation.

