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This paper describes stakeholders’ perception and participation in the integrated management of water resources in Uruguay within the context of vulnerability and adaptation to climate change and variability, especially droughts and floods. A brief description is made about the conceptual evolution of water resource management, stakeholders’ participation, perspectives, future challenges and commitments with the UNFCC over the last 35 years. Emphasis is given to three main points:

(1) The need of an appropriated legal and institutional setting: Current legal and institutional structure for water resources, meteorology and climate change is described, as well as the framework for management and assessment. 

(2) Relationships between scientists, managers and stakeholders: Stakeholders participation in irrigation committees in charge of water and climate extremes (droughts and floods) management is described, as well as the legal framework. The different ways citizens have to participate are discussed (e.g., referendum, administrative procedures, direct participation). The use of water resources in Uruguay and in Santa Lucia basin in particular is presented in numbers, as well as the legal and administrative basis for their use assignment. 

(3) Access to information and knowledge. The following topics are discussed: generation, demand, access and information outreach of water resources that are compared with available information and knowledge on climate variability.

Some future challenges concerning legislation, information and management of water resources are presented.  Finally, some examples of regional projects with neighbouring countries regarding the advance of knowledge and management of water resources are discussed in relation to adaptation to climate change, variability and extremes.
