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Abstract
Virtually all Caribbean countries have experienced increases in occurrence and severity of dengue fever (DF) in the last 20 years.  Retrospective studies have shown higher increases in years recognized as warmer (El Nino), or the year after (El Nino+1).  This has been associated with greater vector (Aedes aegypti) production in natural and artificial containers. Such predicted climate information situations could be useful in action to prevent DF.

We investigated stakeholders (communities’) knowledge, attitude and practices (KAP) in three island populations (Trinidad, Tobago and St Kitts/Nevis), by seeking information on their willingness to participate in vector source reduction strategies if the prediction of DF outbreaks could be linked to climate change (CC) features.

The preliminary results from Trinidad were that 48% and 58% of the general and high school communities respectively, thought that CC was due to green house gases; holes in the atmosphere, products of bush fires and automobile exhaust fumes. The general (older) community thought that health issues (38%) were more greatly affected by CC than water resources; agriculture (12.5%), biodiversity; coastal degradation (4.2%), while the students felt that all these issues were equally affected by CC. The general community received their information concerning CC from printed and electronic media (97%), but among students, 27% had no knowledge of CC issues.

Attitudes and practices to prevent DF transmission showed that 63-68% of both communities (high school and general) were prepared to organize an environmental sanitation campaign of DF prevention, if a link between CC and DF could be demonstrated.  This was however, questionable since only 31% of students and 80% of the general community currently participated in anti-vector strategies.

The conclusion, is there exists a glaring lack of available evidence based knowledge for appropriate action by our stakeholders linking CC and DF, since only 11 – 14 % are now aware of this.  Surprisingly, the student sector is even more in need of this information and motivation to participate in DF prevention.  There is thus, an urgent need for education and promotion programs to demonstrate the results of the study linking DF and CC for anti-DF action for all sectors of the community.

