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Precipitation means and extremes in Argentina have been changing rapidly in the last 40- years, making them one of the regions of the world that has shown the largest positive trend in mean annual precipitation during the last century. Regardless if this important change was related or not to the global climate change, the adaptation responses or the lack of them constitute an interesting experience. 

Awareness of changes determines public or private responses. These responses followed after changes were of such magnitude to be perceived by the general public, this took about one or two decades. A public adaptation policy was implemented after the great floods of the great tributaries of the Plata River during 1982/83 and 1992. Structural measures (defenses), and an alert system were organized and have since been improved. As results of this adaptation policy, damages of the 1997/1998 floods were considerable lower than in 1982/83 event. Wetter conditions in the central part of Argentina, together with a rapid adoption of new technologies allowed for the agriculture frontier to expand to the west.  This adaptation was autonomous, done by the private sector, and preceded even the advice of the agriculture experts. The features of this adaptation, autonomy and speed were favored by the short cycle of the agriculture activity, mainly cereals and other grains.

Although climate change perception is generally felt in the extreme conditions, in Argentina adaptation to the more frequent and intense precipitations, which produce considerable and increasing damages are not yet appropriated. For instance, the new conditions have made a great part of the infrastructure obsolete, as it was designed for a different climate. Worst than that, part of the new infrastructure is being built according to the rules of art based on the belief of a stationary climate. Part of the reason for the almost inexistent response, is the lack of awareness about intensity and nature of the observed climate change. In the last years, however, as the idea that the change is more than a humid phase of climate, as it was believed initially, some experts are taking account of the change for planning.

The Secretary of Environment and Sustainable Development is including in its agenda for the next years, a policy on climate change adaptation with focus on developing awareness in the public and key sectors of society, include the climate change issue in the planning of infrastructure and to allow effective adaptation to stimulate research on regional climate scenarios.

