Capacity needs for Vulnerability and Adaptation Assessments

Necessities – aspects where capacity building is needed

· Construction of climate scenarios

· Hardware to run models

· Standardized methodologies to be used in V A. 

· Tools for the assessment

· How to engage stakeholders in V&A

Other aspects

· Difficulties to do VA or to use in the best way a methodology because the conditions are not ideal due to the lack of data or the information is not good enough

· It is difficult to have only one guideline when you need to address so different issues, aspects, etc in VA. It is better perhaps to have a common set of questions to raise in each case. 

In relation to capacity building , one suggestion was to use the existing centers in the area: UNAM, CPTEC , UBA-CIMA (for atmospheric physics, atmospheric chemistry, etc); Claudia Natenzon group  for VA, other existing capacities in the area. 

Other possibility is to get the vulnerability studies done in the region. This could help with the capacity building in each area. 

Other source of information will be the scientific report of each AIACC projects. They could be published in books by region. The two synthesis books  (one for Vulnerability and one for Adaptation) are other very important source of information for each region.

Other suggestion was to include in the V. book an initial chapter which were a review of all the literature in V.

Other issues: 

Communication

· How to communicate the results to the different stakeholders?. It is needed study cases to understand the communication patterns in each social group.  Also it is a necessity to understand how they coped with the event in the past in order perhaps to know how they will respond in the future

· A workshop which include scientist and stakeholders in another option.

· Capacity is needed in the communication of results to the different stakeholders. These communication skills should be developed in each place by involving social science scientists in that area. 

· Two workshops to journalist were done in Montevideo and Buenos Aires. They got good results and also some concerns from them.

· There is also a lack of communication points between the institutions. One example is what was presented by Claudia Natenzon related to Civil Defense in Argentina.

Regional Network, courses and programs

· It is necessary to establish a net work between the different AIACC projects and scientific centers that can help with capacity building by providing courses, scientific stay, semester courses for graduate students, master programs in the topics, training people, etc

