Report from Breakout Group 2B: 

Vulnerability & Adaptation Assessment Methods & Tools

This group identified the V&A assessment methods and tools being used by the AIACC projects in Latin America and the Caribbean and discussed their potential for broader application and integration into the UNFCCC Compendium on Methods and Tools to Evaluate the Impacts of, and Vulnerability and Adaptation to Climate Change. The methods and tools currently being used by AIACC projects in the region include the following:

· Risk Spaces (LA29)

· Social Vulnerability (LA26)

· Multi-criteria models (LA29) 

· Sensitivity Matrix

· Analytical Hierarchy Process

· Fuzzy Logic

· Spider/Radar Diagrams

· GIS in Hazards Risk Analysis (LA26 & 32)

· Organigram Analysis (LA26)

· Disaster Analysis (LA06)

· Socioeconomic Assessment (SIS06)

· Decision Support Systems (LA27)
· Vulnerability Matrix using Proxy Variables (LA32)
The representative of the UNFCCC secretariat encouraged each of the research teams to contribute write ups of their methods to the compendium. She suggested that this is especially important because the majority of the methods and tools currently identified in the compendium had been designed and implemented in developed countries.

It was noted that one method in particular – disaster analysis employed by LA06 – had already resulted in some policy changes. The government of Costa Rica currently dedicates a small proportion of GNP to research on climate risks.

In terms of conclusions and recommendations, the group had the following:

· Results of V&A assessments need to be presented in a language decision makers understand. In other words, it can be important to frame results in terms potential (or actual) monetary losses rather than to speak in terms that are less ”concrete” such as potential changes in yields or numbers of people potentially affected by an ENSO related disaster. Along similar lines, results need to have clear policy relevance.

· It was noted that some tools, such as social vulnerability indicators, were not necessarily developed within the region, but the specific approach and indicators used were tailored to the local contexts and the methodology was further developed. In a similar vein, international manuals for disaster management ad coping with climate risks need to be adapted to local realities.

· There is a lot of vulnerability research in the region that is not specifically climate change related, but the methods that they are employing could be adapted to climate change V&A assessment.

· There is a need to evolve from impact assessment to integrative methodologies such as integrated assessment, which integrate qualitative and quantitative information.

· Representatives from Central America underlined the importance of long-term prevention, such as investments in strengthened infrastructure, in order to prevent accumulated vulnerabilities. Otherwise poorer countries may get stuck in a cycle of disasters and accumulated debts resulting from loans to address those disasters.

· It was agreed that communication and awareness raising helps to increase the consensus among government and international agencies about need for action. Sometimes employing a commonly understood term, such as “El Niño” or “climate change,” could help to shape public opinion and increase government response.

· It is important to educate children about climate change and adaptation strategies so that the next generation will be better prepared to address the challenges arising from climate change.

