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Central America, Mexico and Cuba is serving as the pilot region for

preparing adaptation strategies, policies and measures in the context of the

UNFCCC.  This multi-country effort, funded through the enabling activity

window of the UNFCCC financial mechanism, will demonstrate how policy for

adaptation can be integrated into national sustainable development in at

least four human systems: water resources, agriculture, human health, and

coastal zones, and builds upon the Stage I vulnerability and adaptation

assessments of the Initial National Communications of the participating

countries of the region, enabling them to move onto Stage III Adaptation

following decision in Art. 4.1 of the UNFCCC.  The outputs of the full

project will also contribute to the Second National Communications to the

UNFCCC and will provide relevant information to the GEF regarding the

modalities of adaptations projects to be financed.

The project strategy is based on the elaboration, application, and testing

of an Adaptation Policy Framework (APF), which is composed five stages

(project scoping, assessment of current vulnerability, characterization of

future conditions, development and prioritization of adaptation strategies,

policies, and measures, and preparation for adaptation).  The project is in

its first year of execution; exposition units to address human systems have

been identified through national consultations among stakeholders; current

vulnerability assessments are being finalized, and preparation to assess

future vulnerabilities is in progress.

The eight countries will be better positioned to address their current and

future vulnerability, and will have paved the way to integrate adaptation to

climate change into sustainable development. . It is anticipated that

adaptation strategies will be oriented towards increasing the coping range

for climate variability by incorporating climate risks into disaster

management and preparedness, including forecasting and early warning

systems. It is also envisioned that the existing national policies be

reoriented so that they also include anticipatory measures, and taking

advantage of adaptation technologies. 
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