ABSTRACT

The purpose of this presentation is to highlight the progress made by non-Annex I (NAI) Parties in the implementation of the UNFCCC, in particular in the submission of their initial national communications, how the new guidelines for preparing these communications have evolved, the different funds available to finance adaptation and the relation between the process of preparing second national communications and the AIACC projects. 

An important commitment of developing country Parties is to prepare national communications, including programs and actions taken to implement the Convention. Seventy eight percent of NAI Parties (116 in total) have submitted their initial national communications (INC) while three of them have presented their second national communication .  

After compiling and synthesizing the information contained in these INC, and after several reports by the Consultative Group of Experts (CGE), new guidelines, giving more importance to adaptation options and measures, have been adopted for the preparation of second national communications. The User Manual prepared by the secretariat will facilitate the use of the new guidelines. 

So far, more than 77 NAI Parties have started the preparation of second national communications, using the new guidelines. Uruguay has submitted its second national communication using the guidelines.

Two funds have been established by the Convention, the Least Developed Countries Fund for the preparation and implementation of NAPAs and the Special Climate Change Fund, that will fund, among others, the implementation of adaptation activities; monitoring of diseases; capacity building for preparedness and management of disasters; and the strengthening of regional centers for rapid response to extreme weather events. An Adaptation Fund was also established. 

A “Piloting an Operational Approach to Adaptation” was established by the GEF to fund pilot or demonstration projects.

Projects and programs funded by the GEF, such as the National Communication Support Program (NCSP), and by bilateral donors are in place to assist NAI Parties. Some of them, such as the US Country Studies Program (USCSP), that provided financial and technical support to many developing country Parties, for the preparation of their INC have ceased.

The AIACC projects will be of assistance for the preparation of NAI Parties second national communications by introducing new approaches, methods and tools for the assessment and analysis of the best options for adaptation. A second phase of AIACC should reinforce the analysis and selection of suitable adaptation options, involving also those countries that did not participate in the previous phase. 

